Wife shows off new bathing suit
Named after the activist Amelia Bloomer, bloomers didn't depart too far from the original heavy bathing
gowns, but these suits were still controversial their time since they were technically pants, which were
typically only worn by men at the time. "Later-bloomer" suits like these colorful ones shown below were
slightly more freeing—made of lighter fabric and cut higher on the leg, showing how sportswear started to
influence swimwear. Still, coverage was the priority over practicality, until sports took hold across Europe
and America in the mid-1900s. Those trends led to the revolutionary one-piece—so revolutionary that one
woman actually faced police charges for wearing it. An icon of the world globe, indicating different
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created and proved to be even more durable and lighter in the water. Cotton twill was still used through the
1960s, such as in this wildly printed ensemble from the actress Lauren Bacall's closet, but in the water nylon
and stretchier latex were the new thing. Throughout 2020, leather-looking swimwear and retro-style suits
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distance between her knee and her suit. If the officer felt the woman was showing too much bare skin, she
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